AAJ approves groups on jury bias, appellate practice, class actions

Three newlingation groups that focus
on overarching issues important wo all
AA]members were approved by the
Secnion and Lingation Group
Coordination Commites during
AATs Board of Governors fall meeting
in Washington, DLC.

Litigation groups allow members wo
share research, case sirategies, and
other impormant information about
their cases. The three new groups
focus un_]u:],rl:au, appellate practice,
and class actions.

Jury bias. Too often, plainiffs lose
cases they should win because of jury
bias, not because of the sirength of
the evidence. This new litigation
group, cochaired by the creators of
the Jury Bias Model, will educate
members abour how jury bias in wrt
cases affects juryverdict preferences.

The groupwill highlight curning-
edge research so atiorneys can
minimize the effects of jurybiasand
tort “reform” rhetoric avorial, and i
will provide members with informa-
tion and advice about forns groups,
mock juries, and juryconsulmnts,
The group will also establish a
document library, a list server, and
education programs o be presenied
atupcoming AAJ corven dons.

Cochairs are David Wenner of
Phoenng Gregory Cusimano of
Gadsden, Alabama; and Jerome
OFNeill of Burlington, Vermont.

Appellate practice. Large corporate
defendan s might boas t that “while we
often lose cases at rial, we almost
always win them on appeal.” The
Appellate Practice Lirigaton Group
will provide members with the ools,
techniques, and informaton o
reverss this trend and successfully
pursue their cases through a ppeal.

The groupwill serve as a forum o
discuss all issnes related o appellate
practice. To aid members, the group
will create a dacumﬂ'lt]ibmrlr,'

con@ining appellate motions, oral

argument rranscripis, and briefs. To
also plans woffer AA] Education
programs.

Cochairs are Kenneth Suggs of Co-
lumbia, South Carolina; Collyn Peddie
of Houston; and John Vail and Robert
Peck of the Center for Constmuonal
Lingation in Washington, DL,

Class actions. Class action lawsuits
provide a way for injured consumers

to marshal their resources against big
corporations that cause harm o large
numbers of people. The Class Action
Lingation Group creates a fornm for
amormneys o share ideas, discovery, and
litigation srategies and o nemwork

The Exchanoe

and work collaboranvely, The group
will create a document library and list
server and will pu:camt.‘u‘g Education
Programs at UpComing conventions.

Cochairs are Joseph “Jay”
Aunghiman of Montgomery, Alabama;
Frank Pitre of Burlingame, California;
and San Francisco attorneys Elizabeth
Cahbraser, Ingrid Evans, and David
Arbogast.

AA]supports more than 85
linigation groups. For more informa-
tion or to join, call (800) 4242726 or
{202) 9653500, ext. T e-mail
hmmp@_uﬂ:pm oT VISt
www justice.org/litgronps,

Save time with 24/7 online and other resources

AA] members can save valuable time
by tapping into colleagues” knowl
edge, insight, and experience housed
in the AA] Exchange.

Ce new tme-saving linigation pack-
et1s the “ERISA Reimbursement
Claims Survival Gauide.” The Em-
plovee Retrement Income Security
Act (ERISA) governs retirement,
health, life, and disabiliy benefis for
at least 50 million Americans.

Plaintiff attorneys pracricing in all
areas face ERISA plan reimbursement
claims on their chients” tort recoveries.
Astormeys must undemstand the effect

that these liens have on a client's
recovery and the possible defenses w
and limitanons on their enforcement.
And failure to consider the lien can
expose plaintff atorneys o liabilieg

The time-saving tools in this
litigation packetinclude pertinent
stanites and regulanons, case law and
case summaries, court documents,
sample letters, defenses o reimburse-
mentclaims, and AA] Education
speaker papers. The packer addresses
attorney fees and the common fund
rule, the makewhole docrine, the

meaning of “appropriate equitable
relief,” antksubrogarion stantes,
msured versus self-fonded plans,
ethical considerations, Social Securiny
disabilityissues, and traditional
equiable defenses,

Each Exchange liigaton packetis
milored o s subject mater, providing
sample complaints and writen
discovery, deposition summaries and
transcripts, rypical defenses and
rebuttals, and checklists. The packets
are lmked and fully searchable.

The Exchange also lets AA] plainff
members search thousands of depo-
sitions, court documents, case ab-
stracts, AA] Education speaker papers,
Laze Reporier documents, expert wit-
ness information, and much more.
Members add hundreds of newdocu-
ments o the Exchange every month.

The Exchange also fulfills research
requests for verdict and setlement
mformation or product informartion
specific wo your case, Research in
response torequests is conducted by
AA] saff atorneys.

For more mformation, visit
wwaw justice.org/exchange.
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